
Grace and peace,

Pastor Kate

Dear saints,
   When I drive the carpool for high school band, I charge a “fare” for
each of the kids I take home. The “fare” is their answer to a simple yet
important inquiry: “Tell me something good.” It doesn’t have to be a big
thing - it can be as simple as something good they ate for lunch, or
getting to spend time with a friend, or looking forward to sleeping in.
This offers two purposes for me: it helps me get to know each of the
kids better, and it helps them find some good news in their lives worth
sharing.
   Sometimes it can be hard to find good news amidst the chaos and
brokenness of the world. Yet that’s exactly our call as Christians. Lent
was originally a season for new converts to study what was central to
Christianity. So we will spend this Lent on something good, stories that
are central to Jesus’ life and ministry: radical welcome, love for
neighbor, care for the vulnerable, nourishment for the hungry, and
nonviolence in the face of injustice. We will spend time with the Good
News of God: liberation, love, mercy, and grace.
   Rooted in the good news, then, we will face our challenge: in the
words of A Sanctified Art, “can we be “good news” people in a world too
often burdened by bad news?” This Lent, let us remember that the good
news really is good news. Let us make room for the spiritual disciplines
that make room for this good news: worshipping, learning, giving, and
connecting. Let connect through Just Desserts and Second Breakfast.
Let us engage our hearts and minds through “The Librarians” and
Crucial Conversations. Let us give freely to the Souper Bowl of Caring.
This Lent, let the teachings of Jesus lead us forward. May the good news
inspire us to take action in a world desperate to hear, see, and taste
what is good. 
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January Worship



WORSHIP

Choir Rehearsals
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm

Want to join choir? Come on down! Our Minister of Music
Jackie Ancelet would be happy to answer any questions or to
simply welcome you to the choir!

Sunday, February 1 @ 11:00 AM - Stewardship Commitment Sunday - Communion
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 & Matthew 4:12-23 
Sermon: “Measuring What Matters: Stewardship as Discipleship”

Sunday, February 8 @ 11:00 AM - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany - Souper Bowl of Caring
Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-12 & Matthew 5:13-20
Sermon: TBD

Sunday, February 15 @ 11:00 AM - Transfiguration - Scout Sunday
Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18 & Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon: TBD

Wednesday, February 18 @ 7:00 PM - Ash Wednesday
Scripture: Luke 14:15-24
Sermon: “The Good News is...All Are Invited”

Sunday, February 22 @ 11:00 AM - First Sunday in Lent
Scripture: John 2:1-11 & Matthew 13:31-32
Sermon: “The Good News is...It Catches Us By Surprise”
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Join us for Worship!

2026 Worship Flower Donations
   The 2026 Flower Chart is up outside of the office! For $30,
donate the flowers in worship for Sunday in honor or memory of
loved ones. After you have signed the chart on your chosen date,
please take a donation envelope or simply pay through Zelle.
Payment must be received in the office 2 weeks prior to your
donation date. The flowers are yours to take after the service! If
you are not going to be in worship on your donation date, please
let Susan Johnson or the office know.



WORSHIP
Renewed Grace Monthly Blessings

   The teams in the first cohort of Renewed Grace churches are actively
engaging in observing, learning, and reflecting together. This month, our WPC
Renewed Grace team visited our friends at Galileo Church, a Disciples of Christ
congregation that has been engaged in ministry with neurodiverse people for
more than a decade. It was a powerful experience to learn from one another
and to hear honest stories of both successes and struggles along the way.
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Help Wanted: Usher Coordinator
 Every Sunday at Westminster Presbyterian Church when it is time to collect the offering, people
seem to magically appear to do the job. Actually, there is no magic involved. For the past 10 years
and maybe even longer, Charles Bridges has coordinated the ushers as part of our worship
leadership. After all of these years, Charles is ready to retire from this role. 
THANK YOU, CHARLES BRIDGES, FOR PERFORMING THIS RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL OF THIS TIME!
   Now, the Worship Committee is looking for someone to take this job. Charles will certainly help
anyone willing to step up to get started! We have been in our stewardship season, when we talk
about MONEY but also TIME AND TALENTS. Here is a terrific opportunity to use your TIME! If you
would like to step into the shoes of Charles Bridges and coordinate our fantastic teams of ushers,
please contact any member of the Worship Committee, Barbara Kennedy, elder in charge of
Worship, Pastor Kate, or Charles Bridges himself.



February Sunday School 
LEARN

Welcome to the ZOO! We’re starting a new kindergarten class across the hall from the nursery. Be
sure to join us on our WILD Bible adventures!

Youth (7th-12th Grade)  

Pre-K & Kindergarten
Our Pre-K and kindergarten class meets in the nursery.

Our 1 - 3  graders meet in the Zoo room across from the nursery.st rd

First - Third Grade

Fourth - Sixth Grade
Our 4 - 6  graders meet in the room next to the youth room in the Education Wing.st th

2/1 - Dance Hall of the Dead, ch 15-end
2/8 - Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austen, ch 1-9
2/15 - Pride and Prejudice, ch 10-18
2/22 - Pride and Prejudice, ch 19-26
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2/1 - Jesus Is Savior:  Matthew 19:25-26
2/8 - Word And Response:  John 1:1
2/15 - Polity: Acts 2:44
2/22 - Faith Threads 

Adult One - Bible Study
This adult Sunday School class is a traditional Bible study,
with thought-provoking questions as they tackle a book of the
Bible. They are been working through an “Immersion” study
of Genesis and they look forward to you joining them!
Contact Stephanie West with any questions.

Adult Two - Reading Disciples 

Our youth are in Confirmation Class this year, with in-class leadership from our older high school
students who have already been confirmed, along with teachers and mentors. Each week will offer a
lesson from CoLABorate: Presbyterian Confirmation, interspersed with mentor visits and special
guests.

This class reads and discusses various inspiring,
insightful and challenging pieces of literature,
which present moral questions and explore
what it means to live a faithful life.



LEARN
Women’s Circle

   meets Tuesday, February 17 @ at 9:30 AM (light breakfast)
                                       @ 10:15 AM (study)

Join us as we continue our study, “Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus
Christ” by Rev. Dr. Rhashell D. Hunter. We will begin with a light breakfast, hosted by
Ruth Juhler, at 9:30 AM, followed by our lesson led by Linda Bridges at 10:15 AM in
the library.
Lesson Five: Finding our Joy in Christ: “ I will say it again, rejoice”
Scriptures: Philippians 4:1-23
Main Idea: Christian joy emerges from a deep belief that God is good, and God
reigns forever.
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Inquirers’ Classes
Join Pastor Kate & our Faith

Formation elders to learn more
about WPC and how to join!
Reach out to Pastor Kate to
RSVP or with any questions.



GIVE

Fill the Grocery Basket!
February 1

Thank you for your generous outpouring of food in December! We
continue to help Arlington Charities provide for those in need by collecting
non-perishables & monetary donations on the first Sunday of each month.
The grocery basket can be found in the pass through and is always
available for donations. 
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Quilters
Monday, February 9 at 9:00 AM 
Monday, February 23 at 6:30 PM 

in Fellowship Hall
Join our Quilters as they enter a new year

of making quilts for the Salvation Army
Family Life Center!

   Mobile Food Pantry
Come be the hands and feet of Christ
on Saturday, February 14 @ 8:00 AM
at St. Andrew’s UMC (2045 SE Green
Oaks), by helping prepack bags, load
vehicles, and more as we help feed
those in need. 



GIVE

    We ended 2025 on a very positive note and will talk more about that and our 2026 budget at our
annual meeting on March 1. I hope that we can keep that momentum going into this year. It's hard to
believe that as I write this we are already 2 weeks into 2026.
   Did you receive your stewardship packet and stay to eat delicious breakfast tacos?  Thanks to Harry
Staley for organizing the breakfast tacos for our stewardship kick-off.  I hope that all of you read Pastor
Kate's letter and checked our the narrative budget to see how WPC is faithfully giving back to the
community. Not only does WPC help with NEW DAY and Swift Elementary and fills the grocery basket
every month for Arlington Charities, as well as a whole host of other local missions, YOU, the people of
WPC contributed over $25,000 to help those in need. You notated on your check or Zelle payment that
your extra giving should go to Arlington Charities or NEW DAY or Presbyterian Children's Homes and
Services. You also have earmarked your separate funds for specific Presbyterian giving - the Joy
Offering, One Great Hour of Sharing, Peace & Global Witness Offering and Pentecost.  Some of you
earmark your extra giving to go to our Living Waters for the World fund. When you do the extra giving,
you will get credit on your giving statement from WPC and we'll send the money where it needs to go.
   If you have not yet turned in your pledge card, don't worry! You can still bring them to church in
February and put them in the offering plate, mail or bring them to the church office, or email
treasurer@wpcarlington.org with your pledge amount.  Your pledge cards will help us finalize the
budget that will be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting. Online pledge cards and all
other stewardship information can be found at www.wpcarlington.org/stewardship.
   Be on the lookout for your 2025 giving statements.  If you didn't pick yours up at church before the
end of January, they have been mailed to you.  If you have any questions, be sure to reach out to
treasurer@wpcarlington.org.
Michelle Rodriguez, Treasurer

Financial Report
as of December 31, 2025
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Small Updates, Big Impact
   We had Roadcare, a local small business, repaint the striping in the parking lot, in addition to the
white reflective paint to the curbs on the 3 entrances next week. With the help of Jim Johnson, we've
had Blackhawk install a new keypad lock on the Main Door and new Fellowship Hall doors with keypad
lock and new education wing doors with a door handle that can be unlocked. Jim is still working out the
keypad lock programming - watch your emails for more updates on how to get a code!  We have had
new lights on the pole installed with photocell plus added photocell to FH outside wall light and timers
replaced with on/off switch so no more adjusting for time changes. 
   Don’t forget to help us by turning off lights, making sure the heat/air is on schedule, and locking
doors when you leave!
-Carol & Zeb, Property Elders

http://www.wpcarlington.org/stewardship


GIVE

   Even during December, when school was not in session, the local team
continued producing clean water so that families in the community would not go
without. Since students returned on January 12, 2026, the program has grown
further. The school now produces approximately 25 garrafón (5 gallon
containers) of purified water each week and is actively promoting the availability
of clean water throughout the village, including through community outreach
and digital communication. This is above and beyond the production used for in
school services for students and staff.
   We are encouraged to see this project becoming what we planned it would be:
a sustainable, locally led ministry of mercy and dignity, rooted in service and
stewardship. Through your prayers and generosity, this community is
experiencing both physical blessing and a visible reminder that God sees them,
cares for them, and provides for them.
   As Westminster’s mission reminds us, we are called to share God’s love in both
word and deed, offering hope, restoration, and the promise of new life. This
water project is one small but meaningful way we are living out that calling.
   Thank you for your continued prayers and support. We look forward to sharing
more as this ministry continues to grow.

Guatemala Water Project Update:
Sharing Living Water in Word and

Deed
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   The Water Mission Committee is grateful to share a joyful update on the water purification ministry
serving the community of Las Canoas, Guatemala through the Instituto Mixto de Educación Básica por
Cooperativa Maya Canoense. This project continues to be a tangible expression of love—offering not only
physical aid, but also bearing witness to the power of a shared mission and vision.
   Our local partner, Pablo Perez, recently confirmed that the system is operating consistently and
effectively, producing clean water for both the school and the surrounding village. The system currently
operates three days per week and has processed approximately 1,034 gallons of purified water over the
past month and a half.



CONNECT
Bookworms

Wednesday, February 7 @ 2:00 PM on Zoom 
   The February Bookworms selection is the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, James by Percival Everett. This
re-telling of the Huckleberry Finn story is told from the point of view of the slave known as Jim.  In this
book Jim (James) is shown to be a self-educated man who is desperately trying to free himself and his
family. Using the original story as a base, the book includes new adventures of Jim and incorporates
real life individuals such as the man who wrote the song "Dixie.” Heartbreaking at times, this story
shows the role of prejudice and misinformation that leads to unrealistic beliefs and expectations of
others. It is the story of the importance of freedom and the desperation to achieve it.  
   The March book is Switchboard Soldiers by Jennifer Chiaverini. This historical fiction novel is about the
women of the U.S. Army Signal Corp during World War I. These women served as telephone operators
in France. They broke gender barriers and aided in the Allied victory. It includes real life women and
details how they handled the war, military life, and the Spanish flu. The women were hired for a
traditional man's role because they proved to be faster and more efficient at connecting calls. The book
covers their recruitment, training, and deployment to France as well as their vital work there.
 Upcoming books include:
April—Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline Winspear
May—The Summer Guests by Tess Gerritsen
June—The Truth about the Devlins by Lisa Scottoline

Ladies' Lunch Out
 Wednesday February 11 

at Kowloon, 100 W Pioneer Pkwy #146, 
on the southwest corner of Pioneer Pkwy and
Center Street. Pay your own way,  (or just join
us!).

Beer Tasters
Friday, February 20 @ 7:00 PM

What a wonderful way to kick off the new year
with new beer! 

All 21+ friends are welcome to join us. 
$5 will get you six beers to taste.

Questions? Contact Keith Richardson.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93020718692?pwd=WXBaQTNVQlREOU1JKzBibGh4bjdwQT09


CONNECT
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Souper Bowl of Caring
   The youth group will be collecting
donations on February 8 for The Souper
Bowl of Caring. The campaign's goal is to
help people think about the children who
go hungry while others enjoy the Super
Bowl.

MISSION TRIP 2026
July 19-25

Calling all 6th-12th graders!!
We are headed to Kansas City with “Be the Neighbor“ to

build on last year‘s experience in Tulsa. We already have 9
youth signed up! The total cost for each youth is $400. A

$100 deposit by Feb 28 secures your spot. 
Questions? See Brooklyn or Miranda!

Scout Sunday
Calling all Scouts of all ages! Join us in worship on

February 15. Scout Sunday is a special day to
recognize the contributions of scouting

programs to the community & the church. Scout
Sunday fosters a deeper connection between

scouts & their faith community.

WPC Youth 
(7th-12th grade)

WPC Littles
(0-5 yrs)

WPC Kids
(K-6th grade)
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Just Desserts - UPDATE!
Our first round of hosts should be
sending invitations to their guests

soon, so please keep an eye on
your email. If you have not heard
from your host by February 15,

please let the office or Pastor Kate
know.

The Social Justice & Public Witness Committee of Grace Presbytery invites you to a special
screening of “The Librarians,” an award-winning documentary about the freedom to read and
the book bans - often done in the name of Christianity - that have seen a resurgence in public
life. The Friends and Foundation of the Arlington Public Library will offer a panel after the
documentary to speak to these issues locally. Reserve your seat here - friends and community
members welcome!

NEW for 2026 -
Second Breakfast!

Craving a little extra fellowship?
On Second Sundays, meet your
Westie besties (WPC friends) at
Jay Jay Cafe (1001 S Bowen Rd)
for breakfast before Sunday
School! See a Faith Formation
elder or Erin B with questions.

https://forms.gle/Tz75ZJj3Y3nyFic36
https://forms.gle/Tz75ZJj3Y3nyFic36


CONNECT
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Epiphany Pageant



CONNECT

The More You Know
Did you know... Carol Raburn, Zeb Wright, and our Property
Committee are always hard at work behind the scenes? They worked
very hard to make sure our building was prepared for the winter
storm and checked on it even before the ice melted!
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1. The Session welcomed our newest elder, Justin Chapa. He will take over Mission, and Barbara
Kennedy will take over Worship.
2. Pastor Kate led Officer Training, including Presbyterian Jeopardy and Elder Expectations.
3. Session delegated Worship Committee the authority to pick communion dates for 2026.

January Session Highlights

Ulster Project Belfast Closes After 50 Years
                  Ulster Project Belfast, after 50 years, has made the difficult decision to stop sending 
                  Northern Irish teens to the United States. Father John writes, “It is with a heavy heart
that we have reached the conclusion that financially the project is becoming out of reach for our
target families and consequently we can no longer proceed with the 2026 Project... What has not
diminished is the indisputable positive impact and blessings that the Ulster Project has had on our
young people and the goodness that has permeated throughout our society. We owe Milwaukee
and Arlington – the two stalwarts of the Ulster Project - a debt of gratitude that we will never be
able to repay. Your consistent friendship, ever faithful love and prayerful support saw us through
bad times. You were ever there for us.”
   After hearing from Father John, UP Arlington’s Board met and made the difficult decision that we
would have to end our participation in the Ulster Project. This decision was not made lightly and
even though we are certain it is the right decision, we are sad to see the end of such a fantastic
program. Before we say goodbye to the project, we do want to celebrate all of our families,
volunteers, donors, and everyone who contributed to the last 31 years of Ulster Project Arlington.
We are in the process of planning a closing ecumenical and celebration party on JULY 10 - SAVE
THE DATE! More information to come very soon. Please plan to come and celebrate Ulster,
reconnect with old friends, make new friends and have a great time.



WHAT'S UP AT WPC

Greeters
2/1 - Tete & Afi Amouh
2/8 - David & Makalya Buckley
2/15 - Karen & Orine Chisi
2/22 - Justin Chapa & Family

Media Team
2/1 - Steve West, Caitlin Cooke, Jodie Cox, Keith Richardson
2/8 - Kristin Hathaway, Teri Wardrup, Jodie Cox, Chris Simpson
2/15 - Jill Wesstrom, Carol Raburn, Jodie Cox, John Garcia
2/22 - Harry Staley, Steve Holland, Jodie Cox, Chris Hatcher

Flowers 
2/1 - Sally Wright in honor of her
grandma Betty’s birthday
2/8 - Janine Johnston in honor of her
father’s birthday
2/15 - Bonnie Garcia in honor of
John’s birthday and retirement
2/22 - April Poitras in honor of her
grandchildren

February 1 Communion Servers
Sandra James, April Poitras, Earlene Pike,

Barbara Kennedy, Linda Bridges, and 
Mario Koym-Garza

Liturgist
Jim Johnson
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Serving the Lord in February

Want to be involved in Worship?
Are you interested in serving on the Worship Committee? Or
leading worship as a liturgist, greeter, usher, or Media Team
member? Reach out to our Worship Elder Barbara Kennedy, and
she will get you connected!



WHAT'S UP AT WPC
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Joys: Carrie Leverenz retired from TCU; Tia Chisi graduated with her Master’s of Education from
Schreiner University; David Antonelli was promoted to Partner at Sutton Frost Cary LLP

Sympathies: Linda Frazee and her cousin Cindy and family on the death of Preston;  Yvonne
RoQue and her family on the death of her aunt Linda Andrada; Gary Anderson on the death of his
wife Kathy

Prayer Requests: Sandra Morris; Pat Richardson; Verna Simpson; Bob Poppelreiter; Nick Pike;
Rollin Phipps; Kate Smith; Janis, Bardin, & Penelope Nelson; Elizabeth & Winston Barney; Ed & Linda
Frazee; Chad Bridges and his friend Kevin Smith; Layne & Anne Cooke; Nikki Thompson’s friend
Nancy and her family; Karen Chisi’s brother-in-law Albert Kalukho; David Ferrell’s girlfriend Julie
Buckner; Sally Wright’s cousin Emily and her family; Jakie Spinks’ daughter Paula Dixon; Mitchell
Blackburn’s mother Holly Blackburn; Susan Johnson’s friends Monica & Cane; Pattie Marshall’s
friend Voleen Bailey; Janet Kovatch’s friend Rhonda; April Poitras’ friends Edie Burquest & John
Black; Carrie Leverenz's relatives Tim & Dale Shively; Debra Nelson’s cousin Charlie Van Eman; Pat
Staley’s nephew David Garrison; Michael Carr’s brother Chris; Stephanie West’s friend David;
Maggie Del Angel’s brother Bernie and mother Lela; Linda Wilson’s friend Donna Austin; Harry
Staley’s sister Kate Marymont; Charles Bridges’ sister-in-law Linda Bridges; Jim & Susan Johnson’s
neighbors Val & Alla Karpinska and their family; Earlene Pike’s friend Eizabel; Ruth Juhler’s friends
Cheri Harvey and Ryan Hall

Celebrating Birthdays in

February

Celebrating Birthdays in
February
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1 - Donna McDonald, Wayne Ogle

7 - Carter Dennis

8 - Grace Sullivan

10 - Matt Baltensperger

11 - Morgan Dennis

12 - Jimmy George, Sarah

McMurrough, & Mary Montague

15 - Odessa Baltensperger

16 - Selah Hathaway

1 - Donna McDonald, Wayne Ogle
7 - Carter Dennis
8 - Grace Sullivan
10 - Matt Baltensperger
11 - Morgan Dennis
12 - Jimmy George, Sarah
McMurrough, & Mary Montague
15 - Odessa Baltensperger
16 - Selah Hathaway

17 - Judy Hart & Chris Hatcher

19 - Benjamin Nelson

21 - Kelly Canterbury

22 - Walter Osadchuk II

23 - John Garcia, Betty Makileni

25 - Robyn Hurd

27 - Anna Anderson & 
        Bardin Nelson

28 - Pattie Hardin-Marshall

17 - Judy Hart & Chris Hatcher
19 - Benjamin Nelson
21 - Kelly Canterbury
22 - Walter Osadchuk II
23 - John Garcia, Betty Makileni
25 - Robyn Hurd
27 - Anna Anderson & 
        Bardin Nelson
28 - Pattie Hardin-Marshall
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Deadline for next issue: February 15, 2026

Turn in all articles & photos to the church office.
office@wpcarlington.org         817-460-3841

Rooted in God's love and grace, we worship, learn, give, and connect, refreshing people with Living
Water. We reach out to share the Water with all who thirst.

Mission Statement

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1330 South Fielder Road
Arlington, Texas 76013
www.wpcarlington.org


